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by Jeh Custer

December’s COP15 United Na-
tions Climate Change Confer-
ence in Copenhagen was the 

deadline for the global community to 
develop a climate agreement to reduce 
climate pollution post-2012 following 
the Kyoto Protocol. With all of civil so-
ciety calling for a fair, ambitious, and 
binding agreement the stage was set 
and the pressure on. Unfortunately, 
the agreement that came out of climate 
summit, the Copenhagen Accord, con-
tains no reference to climate pollution 
reduction targets or timelines. 

The Accord, spearheaded by the Unit-
ed States, was opposed by many na-
tions because it was drafted behind 
closed doors. Essentially, the Accord 
is a side-agreement that is not legally 
binding within the United Nations. By 
COP16 next December in Mexico City 
there is an enormous amount of work 
to pull together a fair, ambitious, and 
legally binding agreement.

On the heels of Copenhagen, the most 
important climate summit in history, it 
is important for Canadians to under-
stand what a fair, ambitious, and bind-
ing treaty could even mean for Canada 
from an international perspective. Cur-
rently, Canada is among the top 10 pol-
luters in the world on a per capita, abso-
lute and cumulative scale. But now, offi-
cial attitudes are at their crossroads. 

Fairness demands that developed coun-
tries support Indigenous peoples, devel-
oping countries, and impacted commu-
nities to adapt to the climate crisis. The 
United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change, ratified by 192 
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countries to provide the framework that 
the UN climate negotiations are based 
upon, asserts “the largest share of his-
torical and current global emissions of 
greenhouse gases has originated in de-
veloped countries.” The Convention of-
fers further guidance that actions to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions “should 
be made on the basis of equity and in 
accordance with common but differ-
entiated responsibilities” of developed 
and developing nations. 

According to the World Bank, a con-
servative source, 75% of the historical 
emissions that created the climate cri-
sis came from 20% of the world’s pop-
ulation in developed countries. Mean-
while, 75% of the impacts of the climate 
crisis are experienced in the develop-
ing world. There is a direct inverse re-
lationship between where the crisis was 
created and where the effects of the cri-
sis are being felt.

This is not about charity; it’s about tak-
ing responsibility for the problem de-
veloped countries caused. A team of 
UN scientists estimated what it would 
cost, not just to respond to the reality 
of climate change, but to bypass fos-
sil fuels and adopt green technologies, 
at around 600 billion dollars a year. It 
sounds like a lot, however this is no-
where near the funding that the banks 
got in the recent bailout. 

In Canada a contentious reality of tak-
ing responsibility for the climate crisis is 
absolute emissions reductions that are 
ambitious. Canada has increased emis-
sions from 1990 levels by 26% mainly 
due to the expansion of tar sands ex-
traction as a secure supply of oil for the 

United States. And under a business as 
usual scenario, the tar sands in Alberta 
could account for 95% of the growth in 
Canada’s industrial emissions between 
now and 2020.

To understand the importance of legal-
ly binding agreements, we need look no 
farther than Canada. After signing and 
ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, Canada is 
the only country in the world to open-
ly announce no intention of achiev-
ing its targets. This reveals the impera-
tive of legal accountability for commit-
ments and economic and political con-
sequences for not following through.

The United Nations Inter-governmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change, consist-
ing of the world’s leading climate sci-
entists, acknowledges the possibility 
of up to six degrees of global warming 
by the end of the century if we con-
tinue with business as usual emissions 
growth. Under this scenario food and 
water scarcity, malnutrition, the expan-
sion of diseases such as malaria, and 
growing resource conflicts, compound-
ed by flooding, unpredictable weather 
patterns, drought and accelerating de-
sertification would irreversibly impact 
billions of people around the world.

Even though Copenhagen did not pro-
duce a fair, ambitious, and binding cli-
mate agreement, it was the largest con-
vergence of a people’s movement for 
climate justice in history. Evo Morales, 
the President of Bolivia, will be host-
ing an Alternative Climate Summit in 
April as a forum to build a movement 
for solutions to the climate crisis from 
the people, led by those who are being 
most impacted. 

Global Justice and Climate Change:



cating for more sustainable energy solu-
tions. Jeh is excited to work with SCIC to 
continue building a movement for glob-
al justice in the province. You can connect 
with Jeh through scicyouth@earthbeat.
sk.ca or 306-956-0622.

SCIC Saskatoon Office  
is now open!
SCIC will be ramping up our program-
ming in Saskatoon and Northern Sas-
katchewan.  For more information con-
tact the SCIC office at 306-956-0622 or 
scicyouth@earthbeat.sk.ca.

2010 Calendar Available Now
SCIC’s 2010 Environmental Global Action 
Calendar is receiving rave reviews since 

the first cop-
ies were distrib-
uted in Decem-
ber. This year’s 
calendar focus-
es on the Unit-
ed Nations Mil-
lennium Devel-
opment Goal 
#7 “Ensure En-
vironmental 
Sustainabili-
ty”. It features 
some of the 
most pressing 
environmen-
tal issues fac-
ing humanity 
and the planet, 
as well as many 
ideas on how 
to protect the 
environment 
and opportuni-
ties for action 

in our everyday lives. To get a copy con-
tact SCIC at 757-4669.

Art and Activism for Social  
Justice Workshops
Art is a powerful vehicle for education 
and change. Art builds connections de-
spite linguistic and cultural differences, 
provides positive ways for people to ex-
press themselves about issues that are 
important to them, and showcases the 
struggle for justice and peace.  SCIC is 
pleased to offer Arts and Activism work-
shops in Saskatoon (Friday, February 5 
and Sunday, February 7) and in Regina 
(Monday, February 8).  See page 3 for de-
tails.

Earthbeat
is a publication of the Sask-
atchewan Council for Inter-
national Cooperation. SCIC is 
a coalition of organizations 
involved in international de-
velopment and committed to 
the recognition of the dignity 
of all people and their right 
to self-determination, to the 
protection of the world’s frag-
ile environment, and to the 
promotion of global under-
standing, cooperation, peace 
and justice.

Publication of this newslet-
ter is possible thanks to the 
generous support provided 
by Member Agencie and CIDA 
(Canadian International Devel-
opment Agency).

We welcome readers’ com-
ments and contributions, in-
cluding donations to help 
cover production and distri-
bution costs. Put your pen to 
paper, or your fingers to the 
keyboard, and send your con-
tributions to: SCIC Newsletter, 
2138 McIntyre Street, Regina, 
SK.  S4P 2R7

For more information on the 
work of SCIC and its Member 
Agencies, please check out our 
Web site: www.earthbeat.sk.ca 
or e-mail: scic@web.net or call 
306-757-4669.

Payment of Earthbeat subscrip-
tions ($10) and Friends of SCIC 
donations are welcome anytime!

SCIC
SASKATCHEWAN COUNCIL

FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

SCIC REPORT
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SCIC People
SCIC is pleased 
to introduce 
our two new 
staff mem-
bers, Vicki Nel-
son and Jeh 
Custer. Vicki 
Nelson has 
been added to 
the SCIC team 
as the Com-
munications 
and Outreach 
Officer. Vicki 
holds a degree in Human Justice and is 
an active citizen within Regina. In ear-
ly 2009 Vicki worked for a short time as 
the Youth Program Assistant with SCIC, 
but left that position to work in Zambia 
with Engineers Without Borders. In Zam-
bia she worked on a capacity building 
and market facilitation project with veg-
etable farmers. Upon returning to Sas-
katchewan, and having experience with 
justice and development work in Canada 
and overseas, Vicki was looking forward 
to working and volunteering with or-
ganizations that share her vision for an 
equal and just world, and SCIC is a great 
fit!  Vicki can be reached at communica-
tions@earthbeat.sk.ca or 306-757-4669.

Jeh, our 
new Com-
munity Out-
reach Offi-
cer will be 
staffing the 
Saskatoon 
office. Jeh 
has worked 
with numer-
ous youth-
run organi-
zations, in-

cluding the Sierra Youth Coalition, Unit-
ed Students Against Sweatshops, the En-
ergy Action Coalition, and the Canadian 
Youth Climate Coalition, where he con-
tributed to grassroots movement build-
ing and strategic campaign planning. 
Jeh has also been fortunate to travel 
around the world. In Costa Rica he stud-
ied permaculture, while in Brazil he de-
veloped technical capacity for a commu-
nity-based conservation economy orga-
nization, and recently in Cuba he studied 
processes of social change and resilience. 
More locally in Canada, the last years 
of Jeh’s work have focused on opposing 
destructive energy projects while advo-
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SaSkatoon
Friday, February 5 
Arts & Activism for Global Justice 
Neatby-Timlin Theatre (Arts 241), University of 
Saskatchewan 
6:30 pm  – Doors Open 
7:00 pm  – Project Hope Presentation  
  (http://www.projecthope.ps/) 
7:15 pm –  Movie Screening “Slingshot Hiphop” 
  (http://www.slingshothiphop.com/) 
8:30 pm  –  Open Mic Poetry Jam

Presented by the International Studies Students’ 
Association, Saskatchewan Council for International 
Cooperation, the Uof S International Students’ 
Association, Project Hope, and Mobilization for 
Global Justice

Sunday, February 7
Integrating Arts & Activism Workshop 
1:00-4:00 pm, Room TBA, University of Saskatchewan
Featuring members of Project Hope, SCIC, 
Mobilization for Global Justice, and local artists 
discussing approaches and skills for integrating arts 
and activism. Free. Presented by the International 
Studies Students’ Association, Saskatchewan 
Council of International Cooperation, and the Uof  S 
International Students’ Association 

Saskatoon
Saturday, February 6, 2010  
Global Citizen Awards Gala and Carnival of Solidarity 
Louis’ Pub, 93 Campus Drive, University of Saskatchewan
7:00-11:00 pm, $5, ages 19+

7:00 pm  – Doors open, networking, refreshments,  
  tabling by social justice organizations
8:00 pm  – SCIC Global Citizen Awards for Project Hope  
  and Isabel Muzichuk
9:00 pm  – Entertainment by Giustina Garcia & Friends  
  (Hip Hop)
9:45 pm  – SCIC Global Citizen Awards for Making the  
  Links Radio and screening of the Voices of  
  Youth video
10:00 pm  – Entertainment by Peacoats (Indy)  
10:45 pm  – ISSA Raffle  
11:00 pm  – Entertainment by The Rebellion (Rock Punk)

Presented by the Saskatchewan Council for International 
Cooperation, International Studies Students’ Association, 
and the Uof S International Students’ Association. 

SCIC Celebrates the  

2010 Global Citizens
Regina
Saturday, February 13, 2010
Global Citizen Awards Gala
St Mary’s Anglican Church
3337-15th Avenue

5:30 pm  –  Cocktails 
6:00 pm  –  Supper featuring Ethiopian cuisine
7:00 pm  –  Awards Ceremony featuring the  
  Voices of Youth video

Featuring: 
Rodney Sidloski, HELP International 
Daughters of Africa International Inc. 

Tickets are $20/$10 student, limited income. 
Children under 10 free and childcare will be 
provided. 

RSVP to SCIC by February 8 to  
scic@earthbeat.sk.ca or 757-4669.

Arts and Activism Workshops
Regina
Monday, February 8
6:00 pm, Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre, 2900-13th Avenue
6:00-6:30 pm – Pizza and refreshments
6:30-7:30 pm – Movie Screening “Slingshot Hiphop”  
  (http://www.slingshothiphop.com/)
7:30-8:30 pm – Arts and Activism Workshop featuring  
  Project Hope

Cost: Free for SCIC and SCIC Youth members, $5 for non-members

about Project Hope
Jeremy Wildeman, Project Hope 
Co-founder
Jeremy Wildeman utilizes creative 
arts and new media for empowering 
and educating disadvantaged 
children, youth, refugees and 
people living in marginalized 
communities in order to achieve 
understanding and peace. His 
reach spans the globe and includes 
project implementation in Palestine 
(Project Hope: Humanitarian 
Opportunities for Peace and 
Education) and Nepal (Village 
Environment Community).  

Rebecca Cox, Project 
Hope volunteer 2009
In 2009, Rebecca joined 
Project Hope as a 
volunteer and developed 
a Graphic Novel project 
geared towards alleviating 
social-psychological 
trauma of children 
and youth. Rebecca 
was born in Marengo, 
Saskatchewan and is a 
student of the Trudeau 
Centre for Peace and 
Conflict studies at the 
University of Toronto.  



Environment Com-
munity), and building 
support networks in 
Europe, Canada and 
the USA through his 
Hum-anitarian Op-
portunities for Peace 
and Education. Jere-
my’s life-enabling and 
life-sustaining programming includes 
international dialogue through new 
media as well as creative arts and lan-
guage-learning to achieve understand-
ing and peace. Jeremy was raised in 
rural Saskatchewan and completed 
his BA at the University of Saskatch-
ewan. 

Making the Links Radio
Making the Links Radio has been on 
the air for more than 12 years carry-
ing the voices of those fighting for so-
cial, economic and environmental 
justice both locally and internation-
ally. Those voices have included big 
name activists such as Vandana Shi-
va, Maude Barlow and David Suzu-
ki, as well as voices of youth, labour 
and farmers including migrant work-
ers’ quest for justice. Hear more at in-
ternet radio www.makingthelinksra-
dio.ca or tune into CFCR 90.5 FM – 
Community Radio Saskatoon.

Isabel Muzichuk
This is a posthumous award for Isa-
bel, a nurse and activist who through-
out her life made the links between 
justice, environment and health both 
in rural Saskatchewan and around 
the world. As a nurse, one of her pri-
mary concerns was health and she 
was active in many communities on 
many issues pertaining to health such 
as clean water and healthy food. She 
did meticulous research on every issue 
she was involved in, and constantly 
educated everyone around her. Isabel 
was a giant among us, and a fearless 
defender of the environment. Her in-
sight, dedication, and passion for jus-
tice have made a big contribution to 
our community, and her spritely hu-
mour, enthusiasm and laughter will 
be missed by all who knew her.

Daughters of Africa 
International Inc. 
The Daughters of Africa (DOA) are lead-
ers in women’s empowerment. Their com-
munity development work in Uganda, Ni-
geria, Ghana, Sudan, Malawi, Congo and 
Zambia champions economic empower-
ment by improving livelihoods through 
microcredit, income generating projects 
and capacity building. The foundation 
of DOA’s work is a sustainable, rights-
based model designed to promote gen-
der equality, the protection of the envi-
ronment, peace and social justice to meet 
the broader social, cultural and econom-
ic development needs of communities in 
the future.

Rodney Sidloski, 
HELP International
Rodney Sidloski has 
been active in inter-
national development 
for over 25 years. His 
work in Africa with 
the United Nations 
World Food Program, 
CARE International 
and WUSC included 
emergency assistance 
in war torn regions and the drought af-
fected Sahara. Rodney was known for 
going beyond his portfolio to design, mo-
bilize resources and implement in war 
time conditions year round agriculture 
campaigns, road and bridge reconstruc-
tion and the innovative practice of pur-
chasing local agriculture produce for use 
in emergency feeding programs.  
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International Development Week: Celebrating 20 Years

SCIC Celebrates the 2010 Global Citizens
  Rodney founded HELP International 
in 1993 that designed and implemented 
a multi component slum conversion pro-
gram in Nairobi, Kenya which included suc-
cessful sub-division development, land ten-
ure, housing and school construction, ur-
ban forestation, and alternative waste man-
agement systems including effluent irrigation 
and zero waste community management. In 
a second major initiative, Rodney trained 
and employed the services of several dozen 
student interns from four universities and a 
polytechnic to lead a successful agro-forest-
ry initiative in semi arid and arid regions as 
remote as Turkana.  
  Rodney led HELP in setting up the Cen-
ter for Ecology Research and Training 
(CERT) at Weyburn, which works with in-
terns from across Canada, Europe and Af-
rica during the summer months conduct-
ing environmental research on low cost 
phytoremediation, waste recycling tech-
nologies, and drought resistant high pro-
duction horticulture. CERT is also home to 
a simulated African Village where schools 
from across Saskatchewan come to live 
and train with the international intern-
ship group. 

Jeremy Wildeman, 
Project Hope
Jeremy Wildeman focuses his energy on 
international development, humanitarian 
relief, empowerment and education for 
disadvantaged children, youth, refugees 
and people living in marginalized com-
munities. His reach spans the globe and 
includes project implementation in Pal-
estine (Project Hope) and Nepal (Village 

Daughters of Africa with Lieutenant Dr. Gordon L. Barnhart.
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SCIC Celebrates the 2010 Global Citizens
Voices of Youth: 
Young Global Leaders 
in Saskatchewan
Saskatchewan young people are chang-
ing the world! Extraordinary young peo-
ple in Saskatchewan are engaging them-
selves and others in the fight for a more 
just and sustainable future for everyone. 
SCIC is recognizing young global lead-
ers in Saskatchewan through our Voic-
es of Youth video to provide inspiration 
to youth at home and around the world! 
To learn more about these young global 
leaders please see their full profile infor-
mation at www.earthbeat.sk.ca

Lindsay knight is an emcee is known 
as Eekwol and a member of Muskoday 
First Nation. She holds an Honours de-
gree in Indigenous Studies from the First 
Nations University of Canada and the U 
of S. Her many years of dedication to 
Hip Hop and original music has created 
something unique and powerful to give 
back to the community, an expression of 
her activist roots and her support of In-
digenous culture and rights. She is cur-
rently one of the main artists of the inde-
pendent label, Mils Productions, which 
she co-owns with her producer/broth-
er, Mils. 

kieran Conway is a medical student at 
the U of S, who is currently complet-
ing an internship at the Regina Gener-
al Hospital. Kieran recently participat-
ed in a U of S program called Making 
the Links where he travelled to Mozam-
bique to work as a medical practitioner. 
Kieran believes that spending time in 
rural and impoverished communities is 
the first step to becoming a socially ac-
countable physician.

emmanuel ndayishimiye was born in 
Rwanda and lived there until he was 
12 years old. When civil war erupted in 
Rwanda he and 
his family became 
refugees. He is now a 
Biology student and 
the co-chair with 
WUSC at the U of 
S. Emmanuel is pas-
sionate about glob-
al issues and justice 
because something 

inside of him says that when people 
are suffering, we should do something 
to help. 

Bevan Harlton is a third year en-
vironmental systems engineer stu-
dent at the U of R and also a mem-

ber, past president 
and returned vol-
unteer with Engi-
neers Without Bor-
ders (EWB) Regi-
na. When he is not 
at school he enjoys 
helping his father 
on the family farm 
near Pense, SK. 

Sasha Hanson-Pastran is an Interna-
tional Studies Student at the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan. She was born 
in Nicaragua (along with her twin sis-
ter), but has spent most of her forma-
tive years in Saskatoon. The value of 
cross-cultural understanding and in-
ternational experiences are thus both 
very personal to her and something 
she believes strongly in as tools to fos-
ter co-operation and trust, and to cre-
ate positive change in the world.

Jeh Custer’s work both in Canada 
and abroad has focused on justice and 
survival for all peoples. As a young 
global leader, Jeh draws understand-
ing and inspiration from a wide range 
of experiences including popular and 
transformative education, skills train-
ing, community sustainability proj-
ects, social movement building, po-
litical lobbying, litigation and inter-
ventions, creative and adventure ac-
tivism, culture jamming, and direct 
action. Jeh has worked with numer-
ous organizations educating and em-
powering youth to get involved in so-
cial justice and environmental sus-
tainability movements with the eth-
ic of “Thinking Global, Acting Lo-
cal.” Conscious and motivated young 
people who are yearning and working 
for a better world is what inspires Jeh 
the most. That is the reason why Jeh 
is excited to be working with SCIC 
to help build a youth movement for 
global justice in Saskatchewan. For 
more on Jeh, check out his bio under 
SCIC People.

Xochitl Hanson-Pastran was born in Nica-
ragua, but grew up in Canada and has had 
all the privileges of living here. After grad-
uating from high school she set off to trav-
el Nicaragua solo, and immediately fell in 
love with the country in a way she never 
could before travelling with her whole fam-
ily. Her Spanish teacher helped her to set 
up a volunteer placement at a school. There 
are many causes and she is here “to get the 
word out for everyone to find their passions 
and donate some time towards them.” 
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Ben ngo-Ming Chung is a Chinese Cana-
dian born in Hong Kong and raised in Re-
gina. He has completed his Bachelor of Ed-
ucation and has been involved facilitating 
workshops with SCIC on the themes of the 
Millennium Development Goals and access 
to education. Globally, his work has tak-
en him to Honduras and Nicaragua. From 
these intercultural experiences, he has seen 
the extreme value and necessity of youth 
from the Global North and South work-
ing in true partnership while being aware of 
their individual power and privilege. 

Michelle thompson is a second year stu-
dent at the University of Saskatchewan. 
After high school she lived and traveled 
abroad for three and a half years before 
starting university. She currently leads the 

Oxfam campus group 
where, for the last year, 
they have focused their 
efforts on raising aware-
ness of climate change 
and women’s rights. 
She encourages others 
to find an organization 
that fits their interests 
so dedicating their time 

is enjoyable, useful and benefits the indi-
vidual just as much as the organization. 



YouthSCIC 

6      SCIC Earthbeat January/February 2010

there are many ways to travel the 
world. Some people choose to 
do so through books and televi-

sion, while others choose to vacation 
or study.  I choose to see the world 
through volunteer and work experi-
ence abroad. I believe that travel, re-
gardless of how you choose to do it, 
contributes to the overall good of the 
global community. Travel helps people 
to learn about their neighbours. It helps 
us to connect how our contributions at 
home (whether positive or negative) 
have an impact on other parts of the 
globe. It helps us to recognize the in-
equities apparent between nations, and 
it helps people to become cognizant of 
the need for change. I choose to travel 
as a volunteer and an intern because 
I felt that doing so would provide me 
with the best opportunity to learn about 
the world.  I believe I chose the best op-
tion for me.  

My most recent travel experience was 
as a CIDA intern for Youth Challenge 
International (YCI) on the island of 
Zanzibar in Tanzania. YCI is an orga-
nization dedicated to helping Canadian 
youth learn about other communities in 
the world, while at the same time con-
tributing positively to these communi-
ties. As a YCI intern I was responsible 
for ensuring that all projects carried 
out by YCI volunteers were sustain-
able, and were implemented only ac-
cording to the needs and wants of the 
host community. The volunteers taught 
English classes, worked with women’s 
groups, helped start an environmen-
tal club and a HIV/AIDS awareness 
group. For me, the best part of YCI’s 
programming goals was their focus on 
empowerment. Our focus was not on 
teaching the youth in Zanzibar what to 
do, but rather on giving them the tools 
and the resources that they needed in 
order to implement change themselves.  

My proudest moment as an intern came 
when some members of a local youth 
group told me that they were ready to 
go out into their communities to start 
teaching others what they had learned 
from our programs. I believe that em-
powerment is the greatest tool you can 
give.  By teaching both the Canadian 
and local youth about their role in the 
global community, YCI’s programs seek 
to empower not only the local youth, 
but the volunteers and interns as well.  

Volunteer and work abroad programs 
are different than normal tourism be-
cause you become part of the commu-
nity that you visit. You are not just a 
spectator but an actor. You gain the 
ability to clearly see the world not as a 
group of separate nations, but as a truly 
global community. In this way, the most 
valuable thing that I have learned from 
my travels is the importance of recog-

From Canada to 
  Zanzibar

nizing that everyone is human. Whether 
in a village in Northern Thailand, a city 
in Ukraine or an island off the coast 
of Tanzania, we are all citizens of the 
world, and despite what we may have 
been taught about others, we all yearn 
to live a positive life free of harm and 
discrimination. The lessons and knowl-
edge that I have learned during my trav-
els are invaluable, and will continue to 
permeate all aspects of my life. I plan to 
continue to travel and to learn. I feel it is 
my duty as a citizen of the world.

Lindsay Jorgenson is a Canada World 
Youth alumnus and past Youth Chal-
lenge International Intern. She also vol-
unteers for SCIC as is a member of the 
Overseas Project Review Committee. 
She currently works at the University of 
Regina, and hopes that her stories and 
experience will inspire others to learn 
more about the world around them.
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SCIC MEMbER PROFILE

Food – where it comes 
from, what has been 
done to it, how it is 

prepared and eaten – affects 
all of us. Food offers the op-
portunity to connect the 
personal with the political 
at each step of its prepara-
tion. From its beginning as 
a seed or embryo, through 
its growing and harvest to 
its appearance in our plate 
or bowl, each choice that 
we make about food mat-
ters – to our communities, 
our earth, to ourselves, and 
our fellow creatures.

Since the beginning of the 
20th century, over 75% 
of the genetic diversity of 
crops has been lost world-
wide. The distribution of 
seeds in North America is 
in the hands of just 250 seed 
companies. With threats 
like climate change, disease, 
and pests, genetic diversi-
ty in seeds is vital to all of 
us. What contributions can 
each of us make to encour-
age the old practice of sav-
ing seeds, and the growth of 
seed exchanges throughout 
Canada?

We hear a great deal about 
buying “local food” or the 
100 mile diet. While we 
have many more opportuni-
ties to buy local food, there 
remain many challeng-
es. Here in Saskatchewan, 
90% of the fresh produce 
we buy is from somewhere 
else. The global market is so 
competitive that foods trav-
elling across the continent 
in huge trucks are cheap-
er than food grown here. 
Nonetheless, the consumer 
desire for locally produced 

foods is growing, and the 
popularity of farmer’s mar-
kets is just one strong indi-
cation. What can each of us 
do to support and encour-
age local producers?

We know that the foods we 
chose are important, and 
the way that we prepare 
that food affects our health 
and well-being. How we eat 
our food also matters. There 
is increasing interest in the 
rituals of eating, the “slow 
food movement”, and the 
spirituality of food.

Do you want to join others 
in exploring how to trans-
late your concern about 
food into practical everyday 
choices that can benefit the 
health of our global commu-
nity, one bite at a time? Par-
ticipate in the “Food as Gift 
“ program at Calling Lakes 
Centre where we will ex-
plore food issues, prepare 

food together, and take to the 
roads in the Fort Qu’Appelle 
area in search of local foods 
for a meal meeting a number 
of producers on their home 
turf. Our leaders for the week-
end are: Sandra Brandt, who 
has worked as a natural foods 
retailer, and currently teach-
es holistic cooking classes in 
Regina where she also leads 
workshops about food and 
spirituality. As a young fa-
ther, Rylan Grayston has been 
planting and eating seeds his 
whole life, and now he sells 
them, too. He is fascinated 
with DNA, and both excit-
ed and concerned about our 
ability to change the DNA 
that all seeds contain. Sue 
Bland helps her family in the 
production and sale of free 
range roasting chickens, eggs 
and honey. She has been re-
learning how to “play” with 
her food, and to eat slowly 
and appreciatively.

PCTC Calling Lakes Centre

Food as Gift
“Food as Gift” will begin 
with supper at 6 p.m. on 
Friday, March 19 and con-
tinue until just after lunch 
on Sunday, March 21. 
To learn about this pro-
gram or to register for it, 
please check the Calling 
Lakes Centre website at  
www.callinglakes.ca or call  
306-332-5691 (Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle).

Calling Lakes Centre is 
a fully accredited educa-
tional centre of the Unit-
ed Church of Canada. Lo-
cated on the north shore of 
Echo Lake in the beautiful 
Qu’Appelle Valley, it pro-
vides a peaceful yet acces-
sible “getaway” for retreats, 
workshops and conferenc-
es. Its purpose is to nurture 
growth in individuals, con-
gregations and communi-
ties through programs, re-
treats and hospitality. 
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SCIC’S GLObAL CITIZENS 
GALA
Saturday, February 6, 7:00-11:00 pm
Louis’ Pub, 93 Campus Drive, U of S,  
SASKATOON

Saturday, February 13, 5:30 pm
St. Mary’s Anglican Church,  
3337-15th Avenue, REGINA
See inside for details.
 

FRIDAY, FEbRUARY 5
Arts & Activism for Global Justice
See page 3 for more info.

SUNDAY, FEbRUARY 7
Integrating Arts & Activism Workshop
See page 3 for more info.

SUNDAY, FEbRUARY 7
Artists for Station 20
Doors open at 7:30 pm. Program begins at 
8:00 pm. 
Grosvenor Park United Church (Cumberland 
and 14th St. E.) SASKATOON
Fifteen of Saskatoon’s most prominent writers 
and performers will come together to share 
their wonderful talent, and their support for 
positive change in our city’s core communities 
and create greater equity between neigh-
bourhoods. Tickets: $30. For more info con-
tact Brenda Baker at 653-3245 or brenda@
brendabaker.com and visit http://www.sta-
tion20west.org.  

MONDAY, FEbRUARY 8
Integrating Arts & Activism  
Workshop
See page 3 for more info.

SATURDAY, FEbRUARY 27
benefit for the Peruvian Amazon – build-
ing North South Indigenous Connections 
Location TBA, REGINA 
The Solidarity Committee for the Peruvian 
Amazon is building support for the Awajun 
and Wampis Peoples of Peru who face the en-

croachment of mining and the end 
to their way of life. This education-
al evening will feature delicious 
Latin cuisine and entertainment 
featuring Oye and the Johnny Al-
vis Band. Tickets: $20/advance; $25/
door. For more information and to 
purchase tickets contact Mirtha at 
525-1714.

MARCH 5-7
5th Annual Environmental 
Film Festival “See the Change, 
be the Change”
March 5, 6:00 pm, Timlin Neatby 
Theatre, Arts Building, U of S Cam-
pus, SASKATOON
“Opening Night” featuring the 
film “No Impact Man” and the En-
vironmental Activist Awards fol-
lowed by a social at Browser’s on 
campus.  

March 6 & 7 
Roxy Theatre, 320 20th St. W.  
Several films will be shown in con-
junction with workshops and dis-
cussions on environmental issues.  
For more details contact 652-1275 
and check out SEN’s website www.
econet.sk.ca for film descriptions, 
programs and schedule. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 6
Sustainable Urban  
Development in Cities/Regions 
– A One Day Workshop 
9:00 am- 4:15 pm, Chakam School 
of the Bible’s Regina Campus at 
the Rocit International Training 
Centre, Highway # 6  South (just 
over the viaduct outside of the 
City of Regina on right hand side) 
REGINA
The workshop features Dr. Glenn 
Smith who will discuss the allevi-
ation of poverty through sustain-
ability in western cities and inter-
national slum areas.

Dr. Smith is the Executive Director of 
Christian Direction in Montreal, QC.  
CHAKAM will provide certification for 
100% attendance of this 5 hour course.  

Cost: $20.00 per person includes instruc-
tion, certification, light lunch, refresh-
ments.  Mail registration fee with name, 
address and other contact information 
to: CHAKAM, 1026 First Avenue West, 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, S6V 4Y4. 
For more information call 306-922-0100 
or 306-522-7600.

MONDAY, MARCH 8
Into the breech!  Our Indigenous 
and African Grandmothers  
8:45 am-1:00 p.m. University of Regina, 
Language Institute Theatre, REGINA
This International Women’s Day event 
is focused on the role of Grandmothers 
supporting grandchildren affected by 
social problems including disease, crimi-
nalization, addiction and poverty around 
the world. Lecture/free. Lunch/$10.00 
adults; $5.00 students For further infor-
mation contact Darlene Juschka at 585-
5280. RSVP by March 5 to SCIC at scic@
earthbeat.sk.ca or call 757-4669.

The Saskatoon Peace Coalition 
needs one or two volunteers dedicat-
ed to helping promote and coordinate 
membership. Particularly, someone to 
contact organizations (unions, church 
groups, clubs, NGO’s, etc) to invite them 
to join the Peace Coalition. If you would 
like to help, please email Michael at mi-
chaeljmurphy@sasktel.net. 

Consider taking a course this sum-
mer at the Canadian School of Peace-
building at Canadian Mennonite Univer-
sity. Join local, national and internation-
al practitioners and students of peace, 
justice and development at the 2010 Ca-
nadian School of Peacebuilding, which 
runs from June 14-July 2, 2010. Check 
out their website: www.cmu.ca/csop.


